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" ABSTRACT ,

. In this study of children's television viewing, 105
junior-high-school students reported the television programs they ’
watched, the amount of time they spent each day watching television, ”
and Yheir reasons for vatching television. The following results are ¢

wreported- sixth graders vatch more telovzs;On than do seventh or
eighth’ graders;. sixth-grade-females vatch ‘moge television than do
sixth-grade ®ales; more television viewing ogcurs on Saturday than on

. any o¥her day of the week; situatior comedies are the prograams most
cften viewed, followed by a group of program categories that include
adventure, cartoon/’ an!asy, and game shows; and the reasons for
watching television vary by sex and grafp bu# dc¢.not indicate a
matuying pattern of program selection. fhe report concludes by
comparing its findings gith other studies of.children's television

m—\‘tiiiif-and by- suggesti g topzcs for further research., (RL) ' ’
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B ' ’ Television Vieying of Sel?‘cl;ed .
Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Graci_e Students
\ . -

-, N

. . -
In. 1948, there were anly 100,000 televisian sets in American hames
(Schramm, Lyle, & Parker, 1961). Since then, the popularity of television
has'greatly i_nc/reased and more recent surveys h\ave concluded that 99.9% of:’
American homes ;u.red for eleotricity have at least one television set -
(U.S. Bureau’ <;f ‘the Census, 1976). . |
As television becane a significant .Ameri_can pastime, intensive research
- of the: television \fiewing audienc:a began. Most of tl;e early studies
treated the audience as a'unitary, homogenecus group (Glick & Levy, 1962),
and sare researchers still speak in terms o_if the fmass audience" (Marshall,
Eiseben, Duncan, & Bogarin, 1974). There have, mogver, been sane television
researchers who have recognized and exarm.ned dlvmlbns the viewing aud:.ence
(Seldes,’ 1950, Skornia, 1965; Bower, 1973).° Slmlla.r ’ 1:?5 the assumption
of this paper that the viewing audiénce is a heterogeneous sroup which
can be categorized at least :m terms of the -amount of tme spent viewing
< television, the types of television programs watched, .and the reasons

for watching television. 4l
y

The particular division of théz viewing audience dealt with in this paper
..is children.. Yov.mgstérs spend éne—fourth to one-half of their waking hours
.watching television (U.S. President's Task Force, 1969), and ‘the average
' child will watch 15,000 houss of telev151m by the time he or she graduates<
from high school (Potter, 1971) Television has becare a maans of educating
ch;ldresx "both in the sense of providing specific items of information and
in broadening'the outlook of the viewers" (Belson, 1969, p. 235).
' te}evi‘sim is in fact a ITE;;'IS 'é:f educatm% our children, it follows that tpe
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video "curficulmn" tuned into by our ‘children should be Studiéd (Belson, 1969;
Gerson, 1966). This study should include an analysis of the "course of study"
selected by dhlldren, not only because it would tell us what they are
learning, but also because the selection fepresmts their values and goals
(Pfoefriedt’,' 1971). '

Despite the ong force that television exerts on the education of
today's youth, e are relatively few studies which analyze the child's
viewing habits. 'I'he. canclusions drawn by these studies have been largely
incamplete or confhctlng Furthermore, none of the studies analyze both
the statistical aspects of how much television is watched and what program

/s;alectic‘lrxs. are made, and the motivational aspect of why children watch
television. - ’ : ' B

The purpose .of this study i; to investi;;ate the/ viewing -hébits -of
sixth, seventh, and eighthlgrade students, appréxinately ages ten through

fifteen. Specifically, this study will determine for each of the three

e grades and both of the sexes, the amount of time spent viewing television, .

T P

the typés of programs selected, and the motivation for watching television.

Review of Literature -

Amount of Television Viewing

The review of this and other literature will be restricted‘to the age

and grade groups which are involved in this _'study, and only occasional |

reference will be made to either older ot younger children for cawparison.

1Y

Lyle and Hoffman (1971) enumerated characteristics distinquishing the

sixth grader's viewing habits fram the younger viewer, inecluding increase;i
video time onjSunday , wakchitig televisitn as late as 11:00 p.m., and ;

Sunday, shcmmg similar viewing patterns for both sexes. Witty\ (L95]) also
mtedﬂxattmdlffemmbetvemboys and girls' vjmﬂgwasmtmme

1
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" amoynt of television they watched, but rather in the programs they selected.

Miny of Jaronik's (1975) results reiﬁforée the points made by previous

studies. For esample, she agrees with Rubenstein, Carstock and Murry. (197

that gixth graderg watch at least f1ve and cne-half hours of telev1smn on. schodl

L3

nights. She also concurs with Lyle and Hoffman that oneathird of this audience is

: watching television”after 11:00 p.m. Jaronik, however, conflicts with Lylg»

[

and Hoffman‘s findings that the heaviest telev151on viewing for this age group occurs
on Sundays She states that Saturday v1ew1ng by s:(.;cth graders is one to two

hours longer than any other day of the week, ‘that Sur‘zday viewing exceeds weekday a
viewing by one-half to oné hour, and that Wednesday programming has the largest
weekday following. She also found, in.eontrast with Witty, as well as Lyle and

Hof fman, that ten to eleven year olds (6th graders) do watch algreat deal Qf
television durmg the week,~2'5.6‘hgurs. IJarom_k also discovered thafﬂthe .

anounts watched by each sex were not the same, with boys usually watch:_ng s&ﬁgﬁt]‘.y T

mare telev151d‘\ than glrls

' Information cmcerrn.ng seventh and elghth graders is almost non-existent.

*

It has beennoted however, that upmentermg the teen years, the elgh-th

o

grader becatesmreawareof social 11feand as a consequence, telev1slcn v1ewmg

begms to decrease, becoming especmllx apparent by sixteen (Shulman, ~].973) .
e ‘ . B} .\ .
- . i l

- - . . .. i
Audiences do.8ttempt to select tglevision programs, anfl they make their

selectianis based o the ,show's theme and thé way that theme is handled.
A\

This process of selection beg:ms very early .in course of a child's
v1ewmgcaxeer(thk&Ievy 1962) s .o

b
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It has been generally assumed that’ children are great fans; of "faritasy

L3

progr'ams" and that chlldren have great appetlteg for violence and ot.her

fast moving action on telev151on. However, severdl researchers (Skorhia,

1965; Schramm et al, 1961) have suggested that it -is very difficult for

children to make informed, free selection of television shows because there
is a relatively limited variety. of available at the times when children.
are fres to patch. It should, therefqrd, be kept in mind that the llmJ.ted
mventory of gvailgb]'.e px:ograms\may ctate children's choices.

“Pa‘st studies -of sixth graders have noted thelr budding maturity in
terms of their izie&ing’habitsl’ Morris (1971) has indicated that there is
still a etrcgng, k;ut declining," A intere'st among sixth graders in cartoons and ‘
fantasy shows; and that drama has became ’tme of the favorites for this group.

' streicher and Beany (1974) note that ten to twelve, year old girls have

gained considerable interest in the situation oanedy.and the drama. In

. contrast, Lyle and Hoffman (1971) fJ.nd the adventure show making s:.gm.flcant
. gains w:Lth the males of this age group. ‘ o
The resul,ts‘ of Jdronik's .(1975) more recent study differ in man; respects

. from those mentioned above. While Jarctuk ‘agrees that dramatic program%
greatly increase in _popularity w1th the sixth grader she did not find any
great interest ‘in cartoon ar fantagy programs. Furthermore, Jayonik found
that dramatic programsa;é as strcng~a favorite wit.h the boys of this age
group as they are with the girls. ‘In agreement with other studxes, the
adventure program does enjoy significant gains with the males of tfu.s age,
andancverwhehnmggammnaleremnglsmadequortspzograms

-With thJ.S age grcup Jaranik also found that a-small nurber of females had
beoaremterestedmedu@tlmalprogramandthatafeumleshadbegm
watching the news.

-
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" in their program selections. Acoordmg to Lyle"and Hoffman (1971), the ™~

‘There are many inducements for watching television and some of these factors |-

Seventh graders, entering their teen years, exhibit' morg m‘ature taste
trend for teenagers is -away from the s1tuat10n canedy and toward more dramatlc .' *

prograrms. 'I‘ma- Ph.lladelphla atudy of the Amerlcan Research Bureau (1969)

&

,points out that sare of the that were ranked reiatlvely, h,lgh for the _ )

sixth grade age group are also\popular among seventh and elgh‘th graders;

¥

however, mgortant dlfferences between these groups are also a;parept.

For example, tlHe popularlty of television movies dramatlcally increases for -

L

" seventh and eighth graders a.nd ﬂiere is a significant decrease ,in the .

- -

populagity of situation camedies. u

Reasons for Watching Television ' : -t

3

‘As prev1ously noted, telev:Ls:Lop watching has-an educatronal outcare
for the juvenile; however, the educa\tlonal value is rarely the cause bf
either the quantlty of telévision watched or the selectmn, of program /

Education by telev:Ls:Lon is not a natter of choice, but rather 1s( usually a

-

sort of "incidental learhing" .(Schramm et al, 1961). Entertainment, ?Isq,

3

is not the solé contrlb.ltmg factor in children's television v1ew:mg. /

P
can be related té age categories. « . . 1

- Initially, the youngest child resorts to the tube’as a means“of campani

television may became ';a playmate" ( éﬁ.ick & Levy, 1971). As a child ventures

into-the first full days of school, the reasons for watching television |
more complicated. Greenberg (1973) indicates that this aged child watches
television largely out of habit, for arousal, ard as a way of pas‘sing time.
This conclusion has been supported by Glick and Levy (1971) o labelled

the television viewing/of six to twelve year olds as an "in between" activitly.

*

o i
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Fd{' tl'xe.chi%'dren in this age group, time spent in front of the television

~v

occurs in between school time, family time and play time.. Glick-and le

also noted additional reasons for television watching among the sixth

A . o ~

and seventh graders—television viewi.'ng can be as a family activity, |
/
}

_a means of bemg aware of. current trends, a topic of conversation among,

i

peers, and a reward for finishing school work or chores. » /
. Once again, Catherine Jaronik ' S (1975) f.lr;dlngs concerning sixth
graders do not concur with the Findings,of others. Jaronik found sixth
graders tg be highly selective viewers.' When r&spondmg to‘hei
questionnaire, 74 of 100 students answered that a "Special Program I |/
Wanted to See" was their primary reason for vie;viné television. . , ;i .,

"Television Relaxes Me" was the second hlghest reason. - . fo /

, Eighth graders are subject to social :mfluence outside the hafe whlch /

o , i -

pull the teenager fran the television (Gllck & Devy 1971). A clgse i /

exammatlon of Greenberg's (1973) survey dlsclsses that none of f$he reasons k
; /

,-

-for watching wlevisien mentioned by the y'ounger childresn'have h appéal

artmg teenagers" This can possibly be explaj_ned by a general ],ack of real

de&lcatlcn to television by this thlrteen and over age group / Glick and
) I.evy, ‘again remforcmg Greenbe.rg s findings, believe that, '

te]sev1s10n set also, returning only vhen 1t13eocme conve i

. avo:Ld fanuly ivitieg.or pressures i
. ) . Methods i -
N.L.\" M . . v /
;,

subut‘ban junior, high school. Spe01f1cally, there wgre 15 males"and 17




grade group; and 19 males afid 17,fextaies in the eigf’lﬁ'l grade group. These
chlldren were participating in thejr first, second, or third level speech
oamuucatlon class. Based on Eobservation as well as tonversation with

their teachers, these students seemed to be average to low achievers.

'Ihey are generally from mlddle to upper—mlddle class families, often wn.th -

" both parents working. A high number of these chlldren are of Eerman

4

extraction and all are Caucasian.
- 7

Measurement . . o \

Amount of Television Viewing and 'Iypes of Pr%ans Wat;:hed

" A llSt of all programs offered durmg the week was canstructed fram the -
™ Gulde for that week Pa.rtlmpants could record their program selectlons “
and indicate that approxinate amount of time spent on each proge, (a11,

Most, Sare). From these progran lists two measures were derived.,

LFlrst, using 100% 67%, and 33% to def.me All, Most, and Some of each
‘grogram, tortals were created §or how nany mmutes “of . television a child watched
on each day. | -

-

Seoond each of the programs was placed in a categery. The ’cate@ories .

_were based on those used by Lyle and Hoffman .(1971) and Jaromk (1975).

The foJ,lowmg categorles were Used in this study . .
The adventure program usually has a smple theme‘, frequently dealing
’ ¢

with the solving of infraction of the law. The hero or herces ol.

g Of spme O
events and overcame all cbstacles. Examples are, "Police Waman" and o
"Starsky amd, Hutch."

r () - %

[
. -
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;I‘he cartoon/fantasy prcgagé are done with either animated or comical,

. X .
s, or in the nature of fancifulfdr romantic themes.

Buggy" ar "Monster Squad", of "The Wonderful World of

An exanple of’

. Merchant. "

&

) The drama program J;S of a serious nature and is shown at a sched{lled '

time each week The exanples for such a program are "L:Lttle House on the

Prairie" and " Emergency One .

.
The dramatic secpel program, h.ke the drama, is serious in nature, \ g

t

’ Tmuever, thJ.s program “is pre“!egted within a‘relatively few programm.ng slots

« The plot and characté.rs of these- programs continue to develop over the }

: _ '_—‘Nf
short programming tJme span Examplns of these prograns are, « 7 -

TheCapt&nandthengs" and "Roots.' ‘ ’
4
The educatlcnal progran attenpts to emphasize materials which will

14

help educate the viewer both mentally and morally, Unlike the documentary
these p'rograms are presented at a regular time. f Such programs are
. Sesane Street" and "Wild Kingdam" and "700 Club."

The gané show deals with any type of non-athletic competition. "The Gong -
Show" and "Let's Make a Deal" are two examples of such programs..

.- The movie programs encompass both the recently nai&for-telev%sim

rmovies as well as the edited versions of films which were originally,
_shown in movie theaters These movies are usually shown at a partlcular time

each week of ten demgnated with a label such as,. "The Movie of the wak,

or,"‘Ihe Elght 0'Clock _Nbvm. "




) The news programs reMte the events which have occurred at the

J.ocal, state\ national or international level. Th.‘LS type gjj show. is

aired a nmnber of times a,day, every day.

The 51tuatxm canedy is a humorous program with a plot These shows

/
Such pro@rams are

/ appear at regular mi;_ervals, usually one a week.
' "Gilligan's Island" ‘and "Maude, " ' =

The spec:.al program can deal w.tth a wide’ variaty of themes. It is,

~

"tmever, seen anly once durmg the telev151cn season, such as, "The Oscars"
or "The Sl'u.rley MacI_aJ_ne Special. \ ~N \ o
The sports smws present events whlch deal with athletic camentarles,
events and endeavors "The Wide World of Sports” and "Grandstand" are
exampl&s of such pmgrams A

The talk show's format conce.ntrates aon the’ mternewmg of guests
by a host. "Johnny Carson” and "Dmah «are exanples of such programs

The nmsmal—-varlety,program specializes in 1lght-rearted entertaumt

such as songs, dance and comedy Sklts. ;Emmples' of these prograns are, ‘
"American Bandstand" and "Carol Bu;nett "o /\

\
A
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'Reasons for Watchmg Telev151on p £ LA f (,
# ‘/

Chlldren s reasons “for v;atchmgr telev151cn were determned bfa self-

i

repart rankmg questlmnaz.re. Thé reasons wlnch were. presented to thé” <,

I

children were based/m part on Greenberg‘s (1973) study. The nntqlvatmnal

categor;es formulated by Greenberg were- to ielax, for’ catpa,rumshlp,

Iearn about thmgs, it is a habit, to pass the time, to help me learn abbut

myself and for arousal. The reasons for wa’tch:mg telev1s10n presem;ed to

the subjects in this study were: (1) because you have nothmg else .to. do,

' (2) because 1t 1s one. of your favorlte thmgggto do, (3) to help you forgetr '

L4
sanethmg that is bothermg you, (4‘3 to learn th.mg, (5) because 1t 1§ -

otherwise +too g%et, (6) as a hablt, (7) to relax, (8) when youi're alone,

. 19) to help you’ get aWay from scmedne, and (10) beoiause someone else had

%
tirned it on. The reasoﬁls were randomly dered and the children were

asked to rank theln all'in order of their :mportanoe to 'the Chlld as reasons

e

why he or she watches“ teleV1510n. ) : T .

. ’ . . T . v .

- N - y S

T ’I‘he data wer’e' collected during regular school hours and the studel)ts J

]

were told that the knowledge acqmred fran the quest:l.onnaues would be

“shared with them 1n com}ed:.wm w1t,h Eﬂelr class work on mass carmumcatlcn

and television later in the yeax; (this was done). - - ‘ .
"r‘ne data gathering was.divided :'ntS two phases. l;‘irst t.he student’s

received and campleted a questionnaife aski.ng thém to rank the reasons for.

w

E mtcl'u.ng telev1s:|.on, as well as"to supply some basic blOgraphJ.caL information.

- '

A1V ddta was mllec£ed anmynously,

4




.Thesecmdpﬁase ofthedatagathermgoccm‘redmeveeklater 'Ihe
program ~ilStS were passed out each school day for ore weé‘k begmn;;g March

~ ~.Ta vl

N

17, 1977. The program llsts for Wednesday!s wewlng/were oaupleted on
'I‘hursday, and 'I'nursday s llStS were ccnpleted on FrJ.day. n the fol,lowmg
anday, students were asked to cgmplete program Yists, f'0r E.rlday, Saturday,
" and Sunday Due tohlgh mtéreston thepartof the.students, nam’had :
‘made ‘mental rftes to help thém recall‘.t.helr weekend .viewing.

’ Initialiy it had\ been decided to assign one {coded number to each st '

set of p&pers whlch he .or she would receive durmg the data gathering.

/
However, .same students beca}te susp1c1ous when the same number whlch appeared

on the flrst‘ pmgram llst had also been present on'!their quest:.a‘ma:.res.
When the students recogmzed the 1dent,1f1cat1cn scheme, it was decided to

sacnflce the cod:mg proeess in order to protet't the validity of the

»

‘responses. . ' , .

.

Dat,a Analy51s2 .- I .

" The flrst research quest.wn (wamlch time does each age and sex group
spehd Watchmg telev1s1cn'>) was tQ be analyzed using a three-way analyms
of vara.ance, two. levels of Sebe three levels of grade by seven days of
. the week, mttl/repeaté neasures orf'eachday: R
The plartned analys:.s of the secmd research question (What cateqories
ofprogransare favoredbyeachageahdsexgroup”) mstobeoonductedm
two steps. Flrst -a series of foux‘t%en two—way analyses of variance (sex by
grade) we;etobeusedtocanparethepercmtageoftm\espentmeachof
. the fchrtgm\pmgram categorles., Seccnd another two-waty analys:.s of variance

-

w1th repeated measures (subjects by categorles) was planng oonparmg the

‘

percentage of time spent on each category by each child.

- . . .
13
o " >
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] o ] . ‘,.12,
‘ o . ' : ) . R
The proposed analys1s%f the thlrd resea.rch questlm also 1nvolved two

steps First; the %ﬂan Test was to be%erformed in‘'order to compare
. the fankings. ass:Lgned by each child fer all ten reasans. Second, a se.rles, of -
- ten two-byhslx Chl Square tes%s would be perfomed ccmparmg t.he frequency
mthwhlcheglgradeand sexrankedeachofthetenreasons aboveandbelow
the medlan at which all chJ.ldren ranked the reason.
* . Due to the problem of not bemg able to code and .identify each student 's

\

. program lists f;:an % to day, several of the analyses wete: performed
E@flently than J.nltlally mtgnded The analysis of ‘the first research
‘ cquestion was p*med as a three—way ANOVA with only a simgle replicate. o
The error term’for the anale:.s was ocmposed of the res:.dual plus all inter-
actions except grade by 'sex, The second research questmn was also analyzed
Ehrough a t.hree—way ANOVA w1t'n a smgle repllcate, camparing grade and sex
acros‘s categories.‘ N Smoe the ‘higher order interactions were expected to be
* sidnificant and mter;pretable, the residual value alone was used for the
error tarm. “The mtended analys.ls of data for‘the third research question was

Y

not affectéd and the analysls was conducted entirely as anticipated.

. . ] : . .
. N ‘ ~ - .: . . . . 1
) ) C Results a '

s —_— . ) -
/‘

Anount of Television VM& o _ L ¢

The results of the ANOVA (see Table A) reyealed the ex:Lstenoe of a
.. . signlflcant main effect for sex (F = 4.86; df 1/30; p( 05). an examination
S.pf the ceil means (see Table B) shows that females watched more telev1s1on
than males (239.3 minutes per day for females versus 203.5 minupes per day
for males) . '

» . . "
’




»

v

. Source of ~ Sum of ‘ ' . Mean
Variation _Squares ' Square F

Grade © 84879.45 . 2 42439, 73« 15.34
Sex’ © 7 13451.13 13451.13  4.86
_ Day - . 119819.49 19969.91  7.22
Grade X Sex ;  54658.38 ‘ 72329.19 9.88 -
Error , . 82994.87. r 2766.50 .

Tty e aresn, . el

5
4

. TABIE B

¢ ' . .
| AVERAGE VIEWING TIME FOR EACH

|
!
{
!
¥

GRADE, SEX, AND DAY OF THE WEEK

t
i

level *

" 6th
7th
.8th

6 a . 8th
oy = Lo |
216.17 . 192.93 - . 201,55 203.60
353.82 , o 183.10 . ) 181.12 239.30
284.90 * B 188.00 191:30"

*Values are average no. of minutes of television watched per child per day.
Grand meap = 221.45 minutes. 15 '

Ay




dea1rea§&f Scheffe test because of the 1nab111ty to’ 1dent1fy e

1h

- A highly s1gnificant main effecf\for ade was al o diséovered (F = 15, 34;
%r

ar 2/30, B‘f 01). Further analysis cons1sté§ of the relat1ve1y liberal

- 3
e 102 o, -

planned comparison post hoc test. This test was used instesy of the more

1ndtvidual.

student's responses produced cell sizes of one, and)beheffe requires division ‘
— L

by (n - 1), wh1ch is imposs1b1e. The computed ‘value of ,the coentrast ot

seventh ‘and eighth graders comb1ned in relatjon to s1xtﬁ graders was F = 30.6,

’

which exceeded the tabled value of Fl/}O (.01) = 2.56} Sixth graders seem
. - { N R

to be watching slightly more than one and one-half'hou;s more television
per day than seventh and eigﬁth géaders. ) '

The ANOVA 160 revealed 8 higk‘aly'signific.ant pajn effect for day of
the week (F = 7.22; df 6/30; p{.01)s The post hoc te‘st indicated that

significantly more viewing occured on Saturday ,bﬁtjthere were no other

significant differences between any pf the oeher days. Again, the reduced
' <

cell size may have disguised othér real differences. The mean viewing time

-~ »P

for each of 'the test days can be seen in Table B,

. The f1na1 result of this ANQVA revealed‘a hlgnly sign1f1¢ant1y effect

ade-by-sex 1nteract1on (P = 9 88; df 2/30;" B<: 01) Table C shows ,

more clearlyethe interaction of grade and sex. While sixth' grade females
. . B .

and eighth érade males slightly exceeded_the females ig viewing time,

T4
T, . -5
v . -

3

Types of Programs Watched ! ) ‘ T
Since percentages of time spent viev1ng te%ggis1on by each grade and

sex would all total 100%, one cat r'y was dropped from the analysas 50 the '

Column totals would not be 1dent1ca1. The analyses uhich were computed

for grade and for sex, therefore, could not possibly ﬁave been s1gn1f}cant

/ ‘ -
- -

a




" -and were not of interest in thls"aJnalysm

As can be seen in Table D, there was a hJ.gluy 51gmflcant maJ_n effect
for category (F = 3L, 9T df 12/24 R( o). 'Ihe planned comparison post
hoc test _was again used to dlsoover differences between the categorles
‘A significant difference occurred between the categoxy "situation ccmedy" and
all-other categories. Also, categorles "adventure," "cartoon/fantasy" and .

games exceeded all rqnammg categorles ‘Ihggreans for each category are

e

contained in Table E.

Iy

The sex by category interaction 'also shows a significant difference’

(F\= 2.28; df 24/24; p < 05j. An examlnatlon of male and female mean .

percentages for each cateﬁ-y is possible in Table E. ) '

The sex by category mte.ractlon was not 51gnlf1cant.

Reasons for Watching Television )

S

This fmal research questlon was approached in two ways. Fij:st, the

Frredman test was conputed to detenmne lf, [for each grade and sex cmbmatlm, -

i - L -

"thereareanydlfferencesmthewaythesubjectsrankedthetenreasons

*

As mdlcated in Table F, the computed values for ff“‘nedn'ah test for each
grade and sex gr aip exceed the tabled Chi Square value with "Reasons minus one"
degrees of freedcm at theg( 0l level of 21 67. It 1s concluded that for

\

~all grade and sex groups, the reasons are not equally mportant A non-
para:retrlc post hoc test was then conducted &o discover exactly where the

-~

4 '
rankings differences were within each sex and grade.- The following results
. A} "

i

were obtained:




TABLE| D
-
ANOVA--QUESTICN 2
o .
Sum of "
Squares
©.00003
.00000
- .55825 !
.00004
03728 <
.03945
.03451

£

,TABLE E

Percentage of Viewing Time for Males
and Fenalles in Each Category i

~

- «

-

- 12.66
13.55
2.15 |
.17,
1.50 . ¢
3.48
14.74
3.06
27.07
1.66/,
5.37
1,73
5.35
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N \' L ¢ B ) - ' \
. 1. [N
Sixth Grade Females tReasonslarxiannbmed(asllstedmthe
: . - measurenent section of this paper) were ranked
: ¢ --more faverably than the combination of reasons
' o - 4;.5 and 6.

" - ' &
¢ . -

oL Sixth 'Graae Males - °. Reasch 6 was ranked more favorabl.y than both reascn _
) 5 and reason 9. ’ . ) o
Seventh Grade Females Reason 1 and 7 was ranked more favorably than reason;
9.
Seventh Grade Males Reasons 1 and 7 oanbined were ranked more J
favorably than reasons 3 and 9 cambined. /
T Eighth Grade Females Reason 1 was ranked more favorably than reasons
: . 4,5, and 7, and reason 3 was ranked more - -
. favorably than reason 4.

. Eighth Grade Males’ - Reasons 1 and 7 cambined e ranked rore
’ favorably than reasons 6, 9, and 10 combined.

-
v

* Secordly, a Chi Square analysis was used tO'aesess'vdletrer, for each reason,
there were any 51gnlf1cant dlfferences between the frequencies that each grade
andsexgrouprankedthereascnaboveorbelcwthemedlanatwhmhall students

" ranked the reason. " There were no 51gnlf1cant dlfferm in the ranking of .

y reasa"xs 1,. 2 5, 8 9, ad 10 for each group of st:udents. ‘l‘he greatest Cfm. Square o
. value here was 8.00 (df = 5; p >.15). Reasons 3;4,6, and 7 did show_signjficant
. . . - j _

.-~ differences in rankings for each.category of studepts.

' For reason 3, "Television helps me forget samething," the 'campu S

1 3

C:luSquarevaluewas 11.30 (af = 5; p = . 045) The seventh grade es,

- ," as well as both eighth grade fenales and males, considered this reason especmlly

d&scrlptlve of their notlvatlons for watchmg telev151on Their rankmgs ta'xded to

¥

placethlsreasmabovethenedlan Sevmthgrademalesands:.xthgradeA

nalesa:ﬁfaralesfaxﬂ;edtlﬁs;e&smb?vt}emedlan. . a .

<. - ' *oe
.

e 19 B
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v

For reason 4_,’ "I watch t‘:elevigim to learn something," the camputed Chi

hl

. . . \l . —
Square value was 12..r75 (@f = §; p = .026). -Sixth grade maleS, deventh grade
males and females, andii*ghth grade males ranked this reason- mportant. The

fenalesmboths1xtha‘1delghmgradestezﬁedto~ram<1easm4belwﬂmenedaan,‘
For reason 5, iwatch telev151onasahab1t,etheconprtedduSquarevailue
J
wasl676 (df = 5; p=. 05). Nhlesmsn.xthandsevemﬂmgrad%andfaafes ’

in eighth grade ranked this'reason above the median. Sixth grade females T
. .

-

and eIght:h grade rrales more often ranked this reason below the medJ.an
For reason 7, "I watch television to relax," the catputed Chl Square
value was 24.02 (df = 5; p = ;0002) The Seventh grade fernales and males

raMced_thijsreasonabovedxenedian,vd)ﬂetneferalesmboﬂiszxthami - we

~H

eighth grades z:é\deql to place this reason below the median. - -

~3

- . N Discugsion and Conclusions

————

Mpunt of Television V:Lem.ng

Mg

b : SeveraJ, dlfferwences between this Sttdy and prev:.ous research were dJ.scovered

w1th respect to the amount-of television viewing. Witty (1957) and‘ Lyle and Hoffman

(1971) md:.cated that the amomt of teleig sim~waf,ch? by both sexes was ‘
approxmately the’ Same, whlle Jaromk (1975) that ;nales v(zere e
. watch.mg slightly more television -than females. In this study, females were

watching motre televieim‘than males overall, though this difference was strictly . .

amng snxth graders Shulman (1973)- found that a réduction in television viewing time

+

seened to indicate that the redpftion of time that students s;iemd'wamhing- .
television occours between ' sixth and seventh grades, during the pre-:teen years.
This study concluded that fbartflepants v:.ewed s:.gnlflcantly more television“on
Saturday than.on any other day. . I contrast, Lyle and Hoffman found that Sunday
television viewing Surpassed all other days, and Jaronik found that Saturday
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otherfi\édaysoftheweek

%_

vievging exceeded Sunday.which exceeded
R .

There are:’ tnzever, same interest' ; smlarltles betwee.n these resul?

and those.of other authors. Jaromik £ that stfudents of the sixth,

television on Saturday than on other flays of the week. We are also in accord

when she notes that these students are wat‘chip'g approxs’.mately' five hours of
telev:leon on school nights. Lyle and - Hoffnan, Shquan and Jaxomk’ :
each noted that many students in these grades were watchmg tele&lsmn as

late as 11:00 p.m. on school nights. Our findings mdlcate\that these

,students are’ indeed watching television at“11:00 p.m., arid a spl')stahtlai . .

\ - ’
nunber of the students continue to watch television at even later hours, 3
- Types of Programs Watched “"*",_ ’ | -

* The findings of thls study with regard to the types of programs

_ watched -are also —mberestlng when.‘oorrpared to prev;Lous research. The most
appareht fi\;diné here is that "situation comedy" is the overwhelming favorite

A 'of the participants at,alyl grade levels.. The ‘next most®popular progzam :
categories are "adventure," "cartoon 'tahtasy, gnd "movies." 'Ihe populanty
of these 1c‘:ategorieis omc.:m:'s with earlier research. m;re are, however,
some major differences: between 't'gese findings and those of previous authors.'
Morris (1971), Lyle and Hoffman - (1971), Stwbicher and Bonny asm), and" A
'Jarom.k (1975) all found that "drama" programs enjoyed a progressive ,

populanty as children become older. Alt‘rmgl) this study found that drama

has a generally h.1gh following arrmg all of the study's gradw it did ) .

- not seem to appreciably increase in prefarence among older students.

e




The second Philadelphia study (American Research Bureau, 1969), found that

television movies are more popular with the children of seventh and
A elghth grades than those of the sixth grade, but our resuﬁs J.nchcate that
the ratmgs for the/category "mcgle" do not vary significantly from grade
- K to grade. An mterestmg result concerns the preferences of students toward}
t,he educat:.cnal am"’news" program categorxes. "A small nutber of sixth,
seventh and elghth grade fenalec watch educational programs, but the
populanty of the? programs is even lower among the male students., On

. the other' hand, a small number of male students watch the news, }1h11e VlftU&llY’

no females ‘in this sample did so. Jaronik arrived at the same conclusions -

g ) \’ ‘
fcu:/ger sixth grade sample. . - : o ‘ ‘

’)". e el e

Reasons for Watching Televisiori - -

+The results of this study generally indicate that the motivations -

\
i
t
A
13

for watching television are different for each sex and grade, but we

[

. were not able to discern any apparent maturing pattern:as the children .

/
/
i
{
{

1

/‘ qr'é‘ar older. This finding may conflict with Lyle and Hoffman's’(1971) ~
1 hypothesis that children of this agegroup mature in the ha_y ?’ey use

f"
’ telev151m .as they grow older. -

N

-




m. - ) 4 : |

\ -
Perhaps the most obv1ous area for further research is that a Krore -

°

detailed analys:.s be made of the motivational factors for nakmg individual
program selections. $uch a study would give. teleV1:1m producers a better
mdlcatlon of why certain programs are Tore ‘popular than ethers, advert.lsers
a better ]qmledge of tl"ear.r;vatxilmge,‘ a‘r'ld tele_vlslcm researchers @ clearer
understanding of how and why Qrograml selec_:tlpns are @e. secondty,
lmgitﬁdihal resean:h is clearly needed also including additional grade
levels A year—long study may J.ndlcate Seasmal dlfferences in students .
v1ewmg hablts allow for the mfluences of school act1v1t1es to be dis- -
= - oovered, and accoynt for the effect’ of the mtroductlon of new programs

The mclusmn of more grade levels would allow a better ccmpa.ratlve analyms

of the dlfferent age groups and a better opportunity to see the developnent
s+ of television viewing preferen‘ces from childhood to adulthood. Perhaps, .
] T et

also, follcwmg a partlcular group of chlldren for same hunber of years ~ [

might yield even more :Lnterestmg developrrental mfomatlon ‘Third, W

stt:dy of the relationship between various,aspects of teleyisigi viewing . _ -

and school achievement is clearly needed. a

* M‘W"‘& ot et e
h rw Yoo el
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